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EMCDDA und unsere Mission



European Monitoring Centre for 
Drugs and Drug Addiction 
(EMCDDA)
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Unabhängige Agentur für
illegale Drogen in der
Europäische Union (Lissabon)



European Monitoring Centre for 
Drugs and Drug Addiction 
(EMCDDA)
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To achieve our mission, we have developed a 
systemic approach that brings together the 
human networks,
processes and scientifc tools necessary 
for collecting, analysing and reporting on all aspects 
of the European drugs phenomenon.
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European Monitoring Centre for 
Drugs and Drug Addiction 
(EMCDDA)



EMCDDA Hintergrundinformation
zum Drug-Checking
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Drug-checking für das EMCDDA

Ein wichtiger Aspekt von drug-checking services ist, wie die Ergebnisse kommuniziert 
werden und ob dies mit Beratung zur Schadensminderung oder Kurzinterventionen 
einhergeht.

https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/topics/drug-checking_en



9

Drug-checking für das EMCDDA

Ein wichtiger Aspekt von drug-checking services ist, wie die Ergebnisse kommuniziert 
werden und ob dies mit Beratung zur Schadensminderung oder Kurzinterventionen 
einhergeht.

Drug-Checking services sind noch umstritten:

 Ein wertvollen Beitrag zu Frühwarnsystemen in der EU 
 Begrenzte Evidenz für postive Auswirkungen auf Drogenkonsum/Risikoverhalten
 Es gibt Fallbeispiele, in denen sich Drug-Checking services positiv auf die öffentliche 

Gesundheit ausgewirkt haben und potenziell Schaden reduzieren 
 Kritiker fürchten dass das Drug-Checking ein falsches Sicherheitsgefühl vermittelt, 

den Konsum normalisiert

https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/topics/drug-checking_en
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The miniguide on interventions for 
recreational settings 

European picture
 Es werden verschiedene Ansätze verfolgt um 

Drogenkonsum im Nachtleben und in anderen 
Freizeitumgebungen anzugehen.

 Auch Richtlinien und Standards für Präventions- und 
Schadensminderung (harm reduction interventions) 
im Nachtleben entwickelt.

NEW NET (Nightlife Empowerment & Well-being Network) supports the implementation 
of good practice standards focusing on safer nightlife labels and charters, drug checking 
and peer education.

A variety of off-site and on-site drug-checking schemes exist in Europe, providing 
opportunity for brief interventions. The Trans European Drug Information project (TEDI) 
shares their expertise and data within a European monitoring and information system. 
TEDI’s main goal is to improve public health and related programmes by providing 
relevant analytical data. 
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Spotlight on... Drug checking

Herausforderungen für Drug-Checking:

 Die verschiedenen Modelle von Drug-Checking-Services sollten evaluiert werden, um 
die besten Modelle für verschiedene Interventionen zu ermitteln

 Rechtliche Auswirkungen im Umgang mit kontrollierten Substanzen
 Eine genaue Drogenanalyse erfordert fortschrittliche Laborgeräte/technik
 Selbst wenn Substanzen identifiziert werden können, sind die Risiken ihrer 

Verwendung möglicherweise noch unbekannt



Trends und Entwicklungen
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EDR 2022: einige Bemerkungen

 Verfügbarkeit und der Konsum von Drogen in der 
Europäischen Union nach wie vor hoch 

 Trend zunehmender digitalisierung des Drogenmarkts
hat sich beschleunigt

 Innovation im Bereich Drogenhandel und -produktion: 
verstärkte Produktion synthetischer Drogen, große 
Beschlagnahmungen und neue Handelswege

 Today, drugs are everywhere, almost everything can be 
a drug, everyone can be affected, whether directly or 
indirectly

 Die humanitäre Krise in Afghanistan und der Ukraine 
kann sich auch auf die Drogenprobleme in Europa 
auswirken

 Die EU-Drogenstrategie und der Aktionsplan (2021-25) 
bilden einen zentralen Rahmen für koordinierte 
Maßnahmen
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EDR 2022: einige Bemerkungen
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EDR 2022: einige Bemerkungen



emcdda.europa.eu

  twitter.com/emcdda

facebook.com/emcdda

flickr.com/photos/emcdda

youtube.com/emcddatube

#EuropeanDrugReport2022
#HealthierEurope #MoreSecureEurope

emcdda.europa.eu/edr2022
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Kooperationen
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Cooperation with EU institutions, the Reitox network (29 
national drug monitoring centres), candidate and potential 

candidates to the EU, European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) 
area countries, and regional and international organisations 
has been an important part of the EMCDDA’s work since its 

creation in 1993.

EMCDDA-TEDI network

• Zusammenarbeit, die vor fast 5 Jahren begann
• Halbjährliche Einreichung von Daten von 15 Drug-checking

services in ganz Europa 
• EMCDDA benutzt neben nationalen Daten von REITOX und 

anderen Daten auf Stadtebene (Abwasser, Spritzen, 
Krankenhausnotfälle und bald DCRs

• Überwachung der Drogensituation in ganz Europa (almost
real time)



Kooperationen und Zukunftsvisionen
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Cooperation with EU institutions, the Reitox network (29 
national drug monitoring centres), candidate and potential 

candidates to the EU, European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) 
area countries, and regional and international organisations 
has been an important part of the EMCDDA’s work since its 

creation in 1993.

EMCDDA-TEDI network

In Kürze Veröffentlichung von “Joint guidance” 
with TEDI on risk communication for drug 
checking.

Zusammenarbeit für die Evalaution von Drug-
Checking services .



emcdda.europa.eu

  twitter.com/emcdda

facebook.com/emcdda

flickr.com/photos/emcdda

youtube.com/emcddatube

Iciar Indave
Iciar.Indave@emcdda.europa.eu

Thanks!
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Cathinones: record trafficking to Europe, 
health harms prompt new controls

Synthetic cathinones: EU EWS monitors 162

Seizures: 3.3 tonnes in 2020 (0.75 tonnes in 
2019)

Most bulk quantities originated in India, mainly 
N-ethylhexedrone, 3-MMC and 3-CMC

Harms: 3-MMC suspected poisonings rose in 
Netherlands: 10 in 2018 to 64 in 2020. 
Cathinone injecting linked to high-risk sexual 
practices and HIV and HCV outbreaks

Risk assessments: 3-MMC and 3-CMC 
risk assessed in 2021



Cannabis: new developments for Europe’s most 
popular illicit drug

Cannabis resin Cannabis herb

 15.5 % of 15-34 year olds used 
cannabis in the last year

 Resin’s average THC content 
now twice herb’s: 21 % vs. 11 %

 Cannabis is responsible for 45 % 
of all first-time treatment entries

 Cannabis products: extracts and 
edibles (high THC content), CBD 
products (low THC content)

 Concern about reports of 
adulteration with synthetic 
cannabinoids, which can be 
highly potent and toxic



Cannabis policy: increasingly complex in Europe

Cannabis policies now encompass: 

 control of illicit cannabis

 regulation of cannabis for medical uses 

 other emerging uses and forms, including as 
ingredients in some commercial products

Regulatory status: some EU MS debating adjustments to 
the status of cannabis

Medical use of cannabis: allowed by most EU MS

Growing complexity in cannabis-based products 
traded in the EU: more registrations of cannabis plant 
varieties, product trademarks, hectares of hemp grown and 
applications for novel food products, shops selling 
low-THC cannabis products



Cannabis: concern about adulteration with synthetic 
cannabinoids

Increase in samples containing ADB-BUTINACA in 

2021

Purchased as illegal cannabis: people unaware 

what products contained

Health risks: more intense intoxication, mental, 

physical and behavioural effects than cannabis, some 

fatal and non-fatal poisoning reported 



EDR 2022: drug production continues to increase in 
Europe

2020: over 350 laboratories dismantled
Heroin Cocaine
Amphetamine   Methamphetamine
MDMA             Cathinones  
Ketamine GHB
DMT



Cocaine: record cocaine seizures highlight 
threats to health



Crack cocaine: signs of use spreading among 
vulnerable groups

Drivers: high availability of cocaine, economic 

deprivation and small, cheap crack doses

Crack use: mostly in vulnerable and

marginalised groups

Treatment: an estimated 7 000 clients in 2020 

Harms: high-frequency use linked to mental 

and physical health and social problems 

Injecting cocaine associated with elevated risk 

of HIV and HCV infection 



Methamphetamine: changed production and supply 
dynamics raise risk of increased use

Production: large-scale sites now detected; 
collaboration between European and 
Mexican criminals

Europe’s role: large quantities produced for 
global export

Consumption in Europe: still low, but 
potential to grow with diffusion of use to 
more continues

Harms: acute toxicity, psychotic episodes, 
polydrug use, blood-borne viruses from 
injecting and death



Darknet drug markets: signs of decline

Digitally enabled drug markets: darknet 
markets, social media and instant 
messaging apps

Darknet markets impacted by: COVID-19 
pandemic, law-enforcement activity, scams, 
delivery problems and long periods of 
downtime

Declining revenues: EUR 30 000 per day in 
2021 (down from EUR 1 million per day in 
2020)

Other technology: sales using social media 
and instant messaging apps gaining interest



Injecting drug use: declining, but still a concern

Injecting: 22 % of first-time treatment clients 
with heroin as their primary drug reported 
injecting as main route of use in 2020
(35 % in 2013) 

Drugs injected appear more diverse: 
opioids, heroin, also amphetamines, cocaine, 
synthetic cathinones, prescribed opioid 
medications and other medicines

Syringe residue analysis: out of 1 392 used 
syringes collected in 2020-21 in 
5 cities, half or more contained stimulants, 
a third contained two or more drugs



Treatment and harm reduction: services still need to 
be scaled-up

WHO targets: only four reporting countries in 2020 

distributed 200 syringes per person who injects and 

had 40 % of the population of high-risk opioid users 

in opioid agonist treatment

Prevalence of high-risk opioid use: estimated at 

0.34 % for the EU adult population, equivalent to 

around 1 million high-risk opioid users in 2020 

Opioid agonist treatment: 514 000 clients in 2020

Considerable access differences exist between 

countries.



Drug-induced deaths: driven by opioids and other 
drugs

Overdose deaths: an estimated 
5 800 in EU in 2020

Mortality rate: 16.7 deaths per million

Polydrug toxicity: illicit opioids, other 
illicit drugs, medicines and alcohol

Benzodiazepines: common in drug-
induced-death toxicological reports in 
some countries 

Opioids: present in around three 
quarters of all drug-induced deaths



Developments in Afghanistan: implications for 
European drug markets

Production: world’s largest producer of 
illicit opium and heroin, large-scale 
ephedra-based methamphetamine 
production also now detected 

Economic and humanitarian crisis: 
could increase drug cultivation, production 
and trafficking to Europe

Cultivation bans: hard to enforce

Seizures: record amounts of 
methamphetamine seized on main heroin 
trafficking routes towards Europe

Future developments currently unclear but 
require monitoring



War in Ukraine: increases uncertainty of Europe’s 
drug situation

Russia’s invasion: triggered a major 

humanitarian crisis with ongoing

implications

Too soon to assess impact: drug 

markets, drug use or the provision of 

services for those with drug problems 

Priority needs: continuity of 

treatment, language services and the 

provision of accommodation and 

social welfare support 



EDR 2022: concluding remarks

 Drug supply and use bounced back after COVID-19 
disruption

 Digitalisation of drug markets may have accelerated

 Innovation driving high availability and greater diversity 
of substances: increased synthetic drug production, 
large seizures and new trafficking routes

 Today, drugs are everywhere, almost everything can be 
a drug, everyone can be affected, whether directly or 
indirectly

 Humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan and Ukraine also 
has the potential to impact on Europe’s drug problems

 EU Drugs Strategy and Action Plan (2021-25) provides 
a key framework for coordinated action 



emcdda.europa.eu

  twitter.com/emcdda

facebook.com/emcdda

flickr.com/photos/emcdda

youtube.com/emcddatube

#EuropeanDrugReport2022
#HealthierEurope #MoreSecureEurope

emcdda.europa.eu/edr2022


